
Hello Sandy and Jean. 
 
Here is the blurb re the tower, as promised.. 
 
Built in 1874, it is not surprising that our 139 year old church needs ongoing brick repair.  After 
replacing many of the bricks on the main body of the church, we now have to address the bell tower 
which needs repair so badly that we are hesitant to ring the resident bell lest the resulting vibrations 
further damage the tower.  Also, since the front door of the church sits squarely at the base of the 
tower, keeping out entrance safe for parishioners and guests is a priority. 
 
Does anyone miss the sound of the bell summoning the faithful to worship every Sunday morning?  I 
know that I do.  We hope that the much - needed repairs to the tower will enable our bell to ring out 
again over the Humber Valley. 
 
The present church building (preceded by two others which burned)  was constructed in 1874 using 
bricks from the local brickyard, but it was not until 1887 that enough money was  raised to  have the 
bell cast and hung in the tower.  this was a point of municipal pride, because at the time, our bell was 
the only one in Bolton, ringing for civic occasions as well as religious   It was used, for example as a 
fire bell, warning of fires which frequently broke out in a settlement of wooden houses heated by 
stoves. 
 
We are told that Bolton residents, regardless of denomination, and not only Anglicans contributed to 
the cost of the bell, feeling a sense of pride which comes from working together to achieve a 
goal.  Solemn moments have been ushered in by our bell which rang on Armistice Day , November 11, 
1918.  On March 23, 1941 it rang to summon Bolton residents to the Empire Day of Prayer at a time 
when the free world was in grave danger, needing all the prayers it could get.  It rang to mark the end 
of the first and second world wars and more recently to commemorate the victims of the Sept 
11.tragedy. 
 
Parishioners have heard the bell ring happily for weddings and toll sadly for funerals, marking the life 
of this church for 116 years.  So, let us pull together once again to repair our tower in order to ensure 
the safety of the front entrance and to enable out bell to once again summon the faithful. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carole     And feel free to edit if you find any errors. 
 


